POLITICAL SCIENCE 112

Practice Questions – Final Exam

Below are some practice questions you may use to help prepare for the first exam.  The questions on the exam will not come from this list, but may concern some of the same topics.  After studying a chapter, you should write answers to the questions in less than 10 minutes each, without using the book.  If you have a study partner, you may want to compare and discuss your answers afterward.  You should also review your book and notes and then try to craft an “ideal” answer.

Chapter 10: 


Discuss the aspects of interest group activity that make the American political system stronger.


How could interest groups be reformed to make them less hostile to the principles of majoritarian democracy?  What would be lost by such reforms?

Chapter 11:


The benefits of incumbency could lower the quality of congressional representation under some circumstances and in some situations.  Why is this the case?


Discuss the congressional committee system.  What kinds of committees are most important?

Chapter 12:


Presidential popularity tends to decline through a president’s terms in office.  What factors might explain this general pattern?  Is there any way presidents can avoid a decline in popularity?


Is there an ideal presidential personality?  What personal characteristics do you think a president should have?  Give some examples of real presidents who have had these characteristics (or lacked them), and explain how their character affected their performance in office?

Chapter 14:


“Deciding to decide” is an important aspect of the Supreme Court policy making.   Discuss the process by which cases come to the Supreme Court and the way in which the Court controls the docket.


Some observers of the Supreme Court argue that the Court should play a restrained role in policy making, where as others support judicial activism.  What arguments have been raised by those encouraging judicial restraint?   How would those in favor of judicial activism respond?

Chapter 15:


The importance of religious freedom in American society is reflected in its position in the Bill of Rights, yet the religion clauses have not been easy to interpret.  Why has freedom of religion been such a difficult and controversial policy area?


The Constitution does not specifically guarantee a right to privacy, yet in Griswold v. Connecticut, the Supreme Court acknowledged that a zone of privacy does exist.  Where did the justices “find” the right to privacy?  How has the extension of the right to privacy been problematic for the Court and controversial for the rest of the political system?

Chapter 16:


The meaning of civil rights has been shaped, to a significant degree, by the interpretations of the Supreme Court.  Discuss the ways in which the Court’s decisions have advanced—or restricted – the development of civil rights during the course of American history.


Discuss the landmark case of Brown v. Board of Education.  Include a look at the facts of the case, the major participants, and the rationale of the Supreme Court in reaching its decision.

