Alaska
Sec. 25.20.030. Duty of parent and child to maintain each other.
Each parent is bound to maintain the parent's children when poor and unable to work to maintain
themselves. Each child is bound to maintain the child's parents in like circumstances.
Sec. 47.25.230. Persons liable for support and burial.
Every needy person shall be supported while living and upon dying, shall be given a decent
burial by the spouse, children, parents, grandparents, grandchildren, or siblings of the needy
person, if they, or any of them, have the ability to do so, in the order named. Every designated
person who fails to support the needy person when directed by the department to do so, or fails
to give the needy person a decent burial shall reimburse the state or a municipality for the funds
expended by either the state or a municipality for the relief or burial of the needy person, and
these sums with interest and costs may be recovered by the state or a municipality of the state in
a civil action.
Arkansas
20-47-106. Liability for support.
Persons legally liable for the support, care, or maintenance of a person in need of state mental
health services shall be liable for the costs of such mental health services to the extent that:
(1) The person in need of services lacks the ability to pay; and
(2) The legally liable person is able to pay.
California
CA Fam Code § 4400
Except as otherwise provided by law, an adult child shall, to the extent of his or her ability,
support a parent who is in need and unable to maintain himself or herself by work.
4401
The promise of an adult child to pay for necessaries previously furnished to a parent described in
Section 4400 is binding.
4402
The duty of support under this part is cumulative and not in substitution for any other duty.
4403
(a) Subject to subdivision (b):
(1) A parent, or the county on behalf of the parent, may bring an action against the child to
enforce the duty of support under this part.
(2) If the county furnishes support to a parent, the county has the same right as the parent to
whom the support was furnished to secure reimbursement and obtain continuing support.
(b) The right of the county to proceed on behalf of the parent or to obtain reimbursement is
subject to any limitation otherwise imposed by the law of this state.
(c) The court may order the child to pay the county reasonable attorney's fees and court costs in a
proceeding by the county under this section.
4410
An adult child may file a petition in the county where a parent of the child resides requesting that
the court make an order freeing the petitioner from the obligation otherwise imposed by law to
support the parent. If the parent does not reside in this state, the petition shall be filed in the
county where the adult child resides.
4411

The court shall make the order requested pursuant to Section 4410 only if the petition alleges and
the court finds all of the following:
(a) The child was abandoned by the parent when the child was a minor.
(b) The abandonment continued for a period of two or more years before the time the child
attained the age of 18 years.
(c) During the period of abandonment the parent was physically and mentally able to provide
support for the child.
4414
(a) If, upon hearing, the court determines that the requirements of Section 4411 are satisfied, the
court shall make an order that the petitioner is relieved from the obligation otherwise imposed by
law to support the parent.
(b) An order under this section also releases the petitioner with respect to any state law under
which a child is required to do any of the following:
(1) Pay for the support, care, maintenance, and the like of a parent.
(2) Reimburse the state or a local public agency for furnishing the support, care, maintenance, or
the like of a parent.
California Penal Code § 270c.
Except as provided in Chapter 2 (commencing with Section 4410) of Part 4 of Division 9 of the
Family Code, every adult child who, having the ability so to do, fails to provide necessary food,
clothing, shelter, or medical attendance for an indigent parent, is guilty of a misdemeanor.
California Welfare and Institutions Code 12350
No relative shall be held legally liable to support or to contribute to the support of any applicant
for or recipient of aid under this chapter. No relative shall be held liable to defray in whole or in
part the cost of any medical care or hospital care or other service rendered to the recipient
pursuant to any provision of this code if he is an applicant for or a recipient of aid under this
chapter at the time such medical care or hospital care or other service is rendered.
Notwithstanding Sections 3910, 4400, and 4401 of the Family Code, or Section 270c of the
Penal Code, or any other provision of this code, no demand shall be made upon any relative to
support or contribute toward the support of any applicant for or recipient of aid under this
chapter. No county or city and county or officer or employee thereof shall threaten any such
relative with any legal action against him by or in behalf of the county or city and county or with
any penalty whatsoever.
Connecticut
2005 Connecticut Code - Sec. 53-304. Nonsupport. Support orders and agreements.
Sec.
53-304. Nonsupport. Support orders and agreements. Administration of oaths by family relations
counselors and support enforcement officers. (a) Any person who neglects or refuses to furnish
reasonably necessary support to the person's spouse, child under the age of eighteen or parent
under the age of sixty-five shall be deemed guilty of nonsupport and shall be imprisoned not
more than one year, unless the person shows to the court before which the trial is had that, owing
to physical incapacity or other good cause, the person is unable to furnish such support. The
court may suspend the execution of any community correctional center sentence imposed, upon
any terms or conditions that it deems just, may suspend the execution of the balance of any such

sentence in a like manner, and, in addition to any other sentence or in lieu thereof, may order that
the person convicted shall pay to the Commissioner of Administrative Services directly or
through Support Enforcement Services of the Superior Court, such support, in such amount as
the court may find commensurate with the necessities of the case and the ability of such person,
for such period as the court shall determine. Any such order of support may, at any time
thereafter, be set aside or altered by the court for cause shown. Failure of any defendant to make
any payment may be punished as contempt of court and, in addition thereto or in lieu thereof, the
court may order the issuance of a wage withholding in the same manner as is provided in section
17b-745, which withholding order shall have the same precedence as is provided in section 52362. The amounts withheld under such withholding order shall be remitted to the Department of
Administrative Services by the person or corporation to whom the withholding order is presented
at such intervals as such withholding order directs. For the purposes of this section, "child"
includes one born out of wedlock whose father has acknowledged in writing his paternity of such
child or has been adjudged the father by a court of competent jurisdiction.
(b) Any person who violates any provision of this section may be prosecuted before any
court of this state in the same manner as if such offense had been committed within the territorial
jurisdiction of such court.
Delaware
§ 503 Duty to support a poor person.
Except as expressly provided in §§ 501 and 502 of this title, the duty to support a poor person
unable to support himself/herself rests upon the spouse, parents, or children, in that order, subject
to § 504 of this title as to expenses described therein. If the relation prior in order shall not be
able, the next in order shall be liable, and several relations of the same order shall, if able,
contribute according to their means.
Georgia Code Ann. 36-12-3
36-12-3. The father, mother, or child of any pauper contemplated by Code Section 36-12-2, if
sufficiently able, shall support the pauper. Any county having provided for such pauper upon the
failure of such relatives to do so may bring an action against such relatives of full age and
recover for the provisions so furnished. The certificate of the judge of the probate court that the
person was poor and was unable to sustain himself and that he was maintained at the expense of
the county shall be presumptive evidence of such maintenance and the costs thereof.
Idaho Code 32-1002
32-1002. Reciprocal duties of support. It is the duty of the father, the mother and the child or
children of any poor person who is unable to maintain himself or herself by work, to maintain
such poor person to the extent of his or her ability. Whenever any person shall apply for aid to
any county within this state under its indigent laws, and it shall at any time appear to the county
commissioners that said poor person has a father, mother, child or children who is able to
maintain him or her, but fails so to do, it shall be the duty of the said commissioners to furnish all
necessary aid and said commissioners may bring a civil suit against such father, mother, child or
children to recover the amount so expended, in the name of the county. The promise of an adult
child to pay for necessaries previously furnished to such parents is binding.

Indiana Code Ann. 31-16-17-1 to 31-16-17-7
Sec. 1. Any individual: (1) whose father or mother provided the individual with necessary food,
shelter, clothing, medical attention, and education until the individual reached sixteen (16) years
of age; ?and (2) who is financially able due to the individual's own property, income, or
earnings; shall contribute to the support of the individual's parents if either parent is financially
unable to furnish the parent's own necessary food, clothing, shelter, and medical attention. The
individual shall also provide financial support for the parent's burial if the parent's burial is
provided under IC 12-20-16-12.
Sec. 2. An action for support of a parent may be instituted against a child for violation of the
duty to support a parent as required by section 1 of this chapter by filing a verified complaint in a
circuit or superior court of the county of the residence of either parent. The plaintiff or plaintiffs
must be: (1) the parent or parents; ?or (2) the: (A) prosecuting attorney of the judicial circuit; (B)
local office of the county in which the parent resides; (C) township trustee of the township in
which the parent resides; ?or (D) division of family resources; on behalf of the parent.
Sec. 3. The complaint must allege definite specific facts to establish: (1) the duty to support;
?and (2) the violation of the duty to support.
Sec. 4. (a) Any of the following may prosecute a civil action for support of a parent: (1) The
parent. (2) The township trustee. (3) The department. (4) The director of the division of family
resources. (5) The prosecuting attorney. (b) Costs may not be taxed against: (1) the prosecuting
attorney; (2) the department; (3) the township trustee; ?or (4) the director of the division of
family resources.
Sec. 5. In an action brought under this chapter in which: (1) the parent is the plaintiff; ?and (2)
judgment is entered for the plaintiff; the plaintiff is also entitled to recover reasonable attorney's
fees, which the court trying the action shall enter as a part of the judgment.
Sec. 6. Notice shall be served upon a defendant and issues shall be made upon the verified
complaint as in other civil actions.
Sec. 7. (a) The court on the court's own motion may order other children made additional parties
defendant. (b) In the trial of the action, evidence may be admitted concerning support and care
furnished to or by children other than the defendants
Indiana Code Ann. 35-46-1-7
Sec. 7. (a) A person who knowingly or intentionally fails to provide support to his parent, when
the parent is unable to support himself, commits nonsupport of a parent, a Class A misdemeanor.
(b) It is a defense that the accused person had not been supported by the parent during the time
he was a dependent child under eighteen (18) years of age, unless the parent was unable to
provide support. (c) It is a defense that the accused person was unable to provide support.
Iowa
252.1 "POOR PERSON" DEFINED.
The words "poor" and "poor person" as used in this chapter shall be construed to mean those who
have no property, exempt or otherwise, and are unable, because of physical or mental disabilities,
to earn a living by labor; but this section shall not be construed to forbid aid to needy persons
who have some means, when the board shall be of opinion that the same will be conducive to
their welfare and the best interests of the public.
252.2 PARENTS AND CHILDREN LIABLE.
The father, mother, and children of any poor person, who is unable to maintain the poor person's
self by labor, shall jointly or severally relieve or maintain such person in such manner as, upon

application to the board of supervisors of the county where such person has a residence or may
be, they may direct.
252.5 REMOTE RELATIVES.
In the absence or inability of nearer relatives, the same liability shall extend to grandparents, if of
ability without personal labor, and to the grandchildren who are of ability by personal labor or
otherwise.
252.6 ENFORCEMENT OF LIABILITY.
Upon the failure of such relatives to assist or maintain a poor person who has made application
for assistance, the county board of supervisors, service area advisory board created under section
217.43, or state division of child and family services of the department of human services may
apply to the district court of the county where the poor person resides or may be found for an
order to compel the assistance or maintenance.
252.13 RECOVERY BY COUNTY.
Any county having expended money for the assistance or support of a poor person under this
chapter, may recover the money from any of the following: from the poor person if the person
becomes able, or from the person's estate; from relatives by action brought within two years from
the payment of the assistance or support, from the poor person by action brought within two
years after the person becomes able, and from the person's estate by filing the claim as provided
by law. There shall be allowed against the person's estate a claim of the sixth class for that
portion of the liability to the county which exceeds the total amount of all claims of the first
through the fifth classes, inclusive, as defined in section 633.425, which are allowed against that
estate.
Kentucky
530.050 Nonsupport and flagrant nonsupport.
(1) A person is guilty of nonsupport:
(a) When he persistently fails to provide support which he can reasonably provide and which
he knows he has a duty to provide to a minor or to a child adjudged mentally disabled, indigent
spouse or indigent parent; or
(b) Upon a finding that a defendant obligor, subject to court order to pay any amount for the
support of a minor child, is delinquent in meeting the full obligation established by such order
and has been so delinquent for a period of at least two (2) months duration.
(2) A person is guilty of flagrant nonsupport when he persistently fails to provide support which
he can reasonably provide and which he knows he has a duty to provide by virtue of a court or
administrative order to a minor or to a child adjudged mentally disabled, indigent spouse or
indigent parent and the failure results in:
(a) An arrearage of not less than one thousand dollars ($1,000); or
(b) Six (6) consecutive months without payment of support; or
(c) The dependent having been placed in destitute circumstances. For the purposes of this
paragraph, it shall be prima facie evidence that a dependent has been placed in destitute
circumstances if the dependent is a recipient of public assistance as defined in KRS 205.010.
(3) A person has a duty to provide support for an indigent spouse, a minor child or children, or a
child or children adjudged mentally disabled and, for purposes of this section, is presumed to
know of that duty.
(4) Any person who is eighteen (18) years of age or over, residing in this state and having in this
state a parent who is destitute of means of subsistence and unable because of old age, infirmity,

or illness to support himself or herself, has a duty to provide support for such parent and, for
purposes of this section, is presumed to know of that duty.
(5) Nonsupport is a Class A misdemeanor. For a second offense, the person shall receive a
minimum sentence of seven (7) days in jail. For a third or any subsequent offense, the person
shall receive a minimum sentence of thirty (30) days in jail.
(6) Flagrant nonsupport is a Class D felony.
Louisiana Rev. Stat. Ann. 13:4731
§4731. Alimony for support from children or grandchildren; summary proceedings; award
When any person is in necessitous circumstances, that person may demand from his or her
children or grandchildren alimony for support, and proceedings for that purpose may be
instituted in any district court and shall be tried summarily. After hearing the parties, if the court
finds the plaintiff to be in need and the defendant or defendants able to contribute to the support
of the ancestor claiming it, the court shall award such amount as may be deemed proper, and
shall order same payable weekly or monthly, and the judgment shall be at all times subject to the
control of the court, by either increasing, decreasing or entirely canceling, as circumstances may
require. All proceedings subsequent to the rendition of the judgment may be by rule.
Maryland
Fam. Law 13-101
(a)
In this title the following words have the meanings indicated.
(b) "Destitute adult child" means an adult child who:
(1) has no means of subsistence; and
(2) cannot be self-supporting, due to mental or physical infirmity.
(c)
"Destitute parent" means a parent who:
(1) has no means of subsistence; and
(2) cannot be self-supporting, due to old age or mental or physical infirmity.
Fam. Law 13-102
(a)
If a destitute parent is in this State and has an adult child who has or is able to earn
sufficient means, the adult child may not neglect or refuse to provide the destitute parent with
food, shelter, care, and clothing.
(b)
If a destitute adult child is in this State and has a parent who has or is able to earn
sufficient means, the parent may not neglect or refuse to provide the destitute adult child with
food, shelter, care, and clothing.
(c) A person who violates any provision of this section is guilty of a misdemeanor and on
conviction is subject to a fine not exceeding $1,000 or imprisonment not exceeding 1 year, or
both.
Fam. Law 13-103
(a) A complaint under this section shall be made under oath in writing to a State's Attorney.
(b) An individual may make a complaint that states that:
(1) the individual is a destitute parent;
(2) an adult child of the destitute parent has or is able to earn means sufficient to
provide the destitute parent with necessary food, shelter, care, and clothing; and
(3) the adult child has neglected or refused to provide the destitute parent with
necessary food, shelter, care, and clothing.
(c) An individual may make a complaint that states that:

(1) the individual is a destitute adult child;
(2) a parent of the destitute adult child has or is able to earn means sufficient to
provide the destitute adult child with necessary food, shelter, care, and clothing; and
(3) the parent has neglected or refused to provide the destitute adult child with
necessary food, shelter, care, and clothing.
Fam. Law 13-109
The court shall release an individual who is ordered to pay support under this subtitle and any
sureties of that individual from the terms of any court order, bond, or recognizance under this
subtitle if:
(1) the individual or the individual's destitute parent or destitute adult child dies;
(2) the individual's destitute parent or destitute adult child becomes self-supporting; or
(3) the individual becomes unable to earn or loses possession of means sufficient to
provide for the individual's destitute parent or destitute adult child.
Massachusetts Gen. Laws Ann. ch. 273, 20
Section 20: Neglect or refusal to support parent
Any person, over eighteen, who, being possessed of sufficient means, unreasonably neglects or
refuses to provide for the support and maintenance of his parent, whether father or mother,
residing in the commonwealth, when such parent through misfortune and without fault of his
own is destitute of means of sustenance and unable by reason of old age, infirmity or illness to
support and maintain himself, shall be punished by a fine of not more than two hundred dollars
or by imprisonment for not more than one year, or both. No such neglect or refusal shall be
deemed unreasonable as to a child who shall not during his minority have been reasonably
supported by such parent, if such parent was charged with the duty so to do, nor as to a child
who, being one of two or more children, has made proper and reasonable contribution toward the
support of such parent.
Mississippi
§ 43-31-25. Certain relatives bound to support pauper; liability of deceased pauper's estate.
The father and grandfather, the mother and grandmother, and brothers and sisters, and the
descendants of any pauper not able to work, as the board of supervisors shall direct, shall, at their
own charge, relieve and maintain such pauper; and, in case of refusal, shall forfeit and pay the
county the sum of One Hundred Fifty Dollars ($150.00) per month, for each month they may so
refuse, to be recovered in the name of the county; and shall be liable to any governmental entity
who supplies such poor relative, if abandoned, with necessaries, not exceeding said sum per
month; and if any such relative be a nonresident he may be proceeded against by attachment, as
in cases of attachment against debtors.
The estate of any pauper, who before his death was being maintained by the county at a county
home for paupers, shall be liable to the county in a sum equal to not more than One Hundred
Fifty Dollars ($150.00) for each month or any part of a month for which the county maintained
the pauper in a county home for paupers, such sum to be recovered in the name of the county in
the same manner as provided by law for the recovery of claims of general creditors against the
estate of a decedent.

Montana
40-6-214
It is the duty of the father, the mother, and the children of any poor person who is unable to
provide self-maintenance by work to maintain that person to the extent of their ability. The
promise of an adult child to pay for necessaries previously furnished to that parent is binding.
40-6-301
(1) It is the duty of every adult child, having the financial ability, to furnish and provide
necessary food, clothing, shelter, medical attendance, and burial, entombment, or cremation costs
for an indigent parent, unless, in the judgment of the court or jury, the child is excused by reason
of intemperance, indolence, immorality, or profligacy of the parent.
(2) If a county pays for burial, entombment, or cremation costs under 53-3-116, the county may
seek reimbursement under this part, if applicable.
Nevada
NRS 428.070 Responsibility of relative and recipient of aid for hospitalization provided
by county: Reimbursement of county; determination of financial responsibility; action to
enforce collection.
1. The father or mother of sufficient financial ability so to do shall pay to the county which
has extended county hospitalization to any natural child under the provisions of NRS 428.030 the
amount granted to such natural child.
2. The child of a natural parent receiving county hospitalization pursuant to NRS 428.030 is
not liable for the amount paid by the county for that parent, except where the natural child
promised to support the natural parent in writing, has access to and control of the natural parent’s
assets or income and has sufficient financial ability to support the natural parent.
3. A recipient of aid under the provisions of NRS 428.030 who later acquires sufficient
financial ability so to do shall reimburse the county which extended county hospitalization to the
recipient for any unpaid portion of the aid granted. Action against the relatives of such person is
not a condition precedent to action against the person.
4. The father, mother or child of sufficient financial ability, as appropriate, shall pay to the
county the amount the county paid for the burial, entombment or cremation of a natural child or a
natural parent.
5. The board of county commissioners shall advise the Attorney General of the failure of a
responsible person to pay such amount and the Attorney General shall cause appropriate legal
action to be taken to enforce the collection of all or part of such amount. If suit is filed to enforce
the collection, the court shall determine the question of the sufficiency of the financial ability of
the person against whom such action is filed, but the board of county commissioners shall
determine the responsible person to be sued, and failure of an action against one such person
shall not preclude subsequent or concurrent actions against others.
6. In determining the amount to be ordered for support pursuant to subsections 2 and 4, the
court shall consider the circumstances of each party, including:
(a) The earning capacity and needs of each party;
(b) The obligations and assets of each party;
(c) The age and health of each party;
(d) The relationship between the parties; and
(e) Any other factor which the court deems just and equitable.

NRS 439B.310 “Indigent” defined. For the purposes of NRS 439B.300 to 439B.340,
inclusive, “indigent” means those persons:
1. Who are not covered by any policy of health insurance;
2. Who are ineligible for Medicare, Medicaid, the Children’s Health Insurance Program, the
benefits provided pursuant to NRS 428.115 to 428.255, inclusive, or any other federal or state
program of public assistance covering the provision of health care;
3. Who meet the limitations imposed by the county upon assets and other resources or
potential resources; and
4. Whose income is less than:
(a) For one person living without another member of a household, $438.
(b) For two persons, $588.
(c) For three or more persons, $588 plus $150 for each person in the family in excess of two.
For the purposes of this subsection, “income” includes the entire income of a household and
the amount which the county projects a person or household is able to earn. “Household” is
limited to a person and the person’s spouse, parents, children, brothers and sisters residing with
him or her.
New Hampshire
167:2 Liability for Support; Recovery. – Assistance rendered under this chapter or RSA 161 to
anyone having a father, mother, husband or wife, whose weekly income or other resources are
more than sufficient to provide a reasonable subsistence compatible with decency and health,
may be recovered in an appropriate proceeding in the superior court brought by the
commissioner of health and human services, in the name of the state, from either a father,
mother, husband, or wife, who are declared jointly and severally liable for such assistance. A
parent shall be liable under this section only for assistance provided to a child under the age of
18, or for as long as the department of health and human services has the authority to recover
support under Title IV of the Social Security Act. Such action shall be brought by the attorney
general or the county attorney for the county in which any such relative resides when so
requested by the commissioner of health and human services. Nothing in this section shall affect
assistance eligibility or the amount of services for which an applicant or recipient may be
eligible.
New Jersey
44:1-139. Obtaining or compelling assistance of relatives
Upon application for the relief of a poor person an overseer shall ascertain if possible the
relatives chargeable by law for his support and proceed to obtain their assistance or compel them
to render such assistance as is provided by law.
44:1-140. Relatives chargeable
a. The father and mother of a person under 18 years of age who applies for and is eligible to
receive public assistance, and the children, and husband or wife, severally and respectively, of a
person who applies for and is eligible to receive public assistance, shall, if of sufficient ability, at
his or their charge and expense, relieve and maintain the poor person or child in such manner as
shall be ordered, after due notice and opportunity to be heard, by any county or municipal
director of welfare, or by any court of competent jurisdiction upon its own initiative or the
information of any person. b. The provisions of this section shall apply to the minor children of a
mother whose husband shall fail properly to support and maintain such children when by reason

thereof they are likely to become a public charge. c. The provisions of this section shall not apply
to any person 55 years of age or over except with regard to his or her spouse, or his or her natural
or adopted child under the age of 18 years.
44:1-141. Compelling support by relatives 44:1-141. If any of the relatives mentioned in
section 44:1-140 of this Title shall fail to perform the order or directions of the director of
welfare of a municipality with regard to the support of the poor person, or if the poor person is
supported at public expense, the Superior Court in the county wherein the poor person has a legal
settlement, or the municipal court of the municipality wherein the person has a legal settlement,
upon the complaint of the director of welfare or two residents of the municipality or county may
summon the persons chargeable before it as in other actions, summon witnesses, and adjudge
that the able relatives pay such sum for each poor person as the circumstances may require in the
discretion of the court, and as will maintain him or them and relieve the public of that burden.
However, where it shall appear that the person or persons sought to be held were the child or
children of the poor person and were abandoned and deserted by the poor person who failed to
support and maintain them during minority, the aforementioned Superior Court or municipal
court may revoke the order of the director of welfare or reduce the amount of said order against
such child or children, in proportion to the actual support and maintenance rendered by said poor
person to the child or children sought to be held. Any child now under an order to support a poor
person may apply to the court which issued said order for the revocation or reduction of said
order in accordance with the terms of this proviso. Violation of any such order shall constitute a
contempt of court. The county through its governing body may also bring appropriate action in
any court of competent jurisdiction to recover any money due for the relief, support and
maintenance of a poor person against a person chargeable by law therefor.
44:4-100. Ascertaining and obtaining or compelling assistance of relatives
Upon application for the relief of a poor person the county welfare board shall ascertain if
possible the relatives chargeable by law for his support and proceed to obtain their assistance or
compel them to render such assistance as is provided by law.
44:4-101. Relatives chargeable
a. The father and mother of a person under 18 years of age who applies for and is eligible to
receive public assistance, and the children, and husband or wife, severally and respectively, of a
person who applies for and is eligible to receive public assistance, shall, if of sufficient ability, at
his or their charge and expense, relieve and maintain the poor person or child in such manner as
shall be ordered, after due notice and opportunity to be heard, by any county director of welfare,
or by any court of competent jurisdiction upon its own initiative or the information of any
person. b. The provisions of this section shall apply to the minor children of a mother whose
husband shall fail properly to support and maintain such minor children when by reason thereof
they are likely to become a public charge. c. The provisions of this section shall not apply to any
person 55 years of age or over except with regard to his or her spouse, or his or her natural or
adopted child under the age of 18 years.
44:4-102. Compelling support by relatives 44:4-102.
If any of the relatives mentioned in section 44:4-101 of this Title shall fail to perform the order
or directions of the county director of welfare with regard to the support of the poor person, or if
the poor person is supported at public expense, the Superior Court, upon the complaint of the
director of welfare or two residents of the county may summon the persons chargeable as in
other actions and summon witnesses, and may order and adjudge the able relatives to pay such
sum as the circumstances may require in the discretion of the court for each poor person, as will

maintain and relieve him or them, and as will relieve the public of the burden of such care and
maintenance. However, where it shall appear that the person or persons sought to be held were
the child or children of the poor person and were abandoned and deserted by the poor person
who failed to support and maintain them during minority, the Superior Court may revoke the
order of the director of welfare or reduce the amount of said order against such child or children,
in proportion to the actual support and maintenance rendered by said poor person to the child or
children sought to be held. Any child now under an order to support a poor person may apply to
the Superior Court which issued said order for the revocation or reduction of said order in
accordance with the terms of this proviso. Violations of any such order of the Superior Court
shall constitute a contempt of court. The county through its governing body may also bring an
appropriate action to recover any sum of money due for the relief, support and maintenance of
any poor person against any person chargeable by law therefor.
North Carolina
§ 14-326.1.? Parents; failure to support.
If any person being of full age, and having sufficient income after reasonably providing for his or
her own immediate family shall, without reasonable cause, neglect to maintain and support his or
her parent or parents, if such parent or parents be sick or not able to work and have not sufficient
means or ability to maintain or support themselves, such person shall be deemed guilty of a Class
2 misdemeanor; upon conviction of a second or subsequent offense such person shall be guilty of
a Class 1 misdemeanor.
If there be more than one person bound under the provisions of the next preceding paragraph to
support the same parent or parents, they shall share equitably in the discharge of such duty.
North Dakota Cent. Code 14-09-10
Reciprocal duty of support - Support of poor.
It is the duty of the father, the mother, and every child of any person who is unable to support
oneself, to maintain that person to the extent of the ability of each. This liability may be enforced
by any person furnishing necessaries to the person. The promise of an adult child to pay for
necessaries furnished to the child's parent is binding
Ohio Rev. Code Ann. 2919.21
Nonsupport or contributing to nonsupport of dependents.
(A) No person shall abandon, or fail to provide adequate support to:
(1) The person's spouse, as required by law;
(2) The person's child who is under age eighteen, or mentally or physically handicapped child
who is under age twenty-one;
(3) The person's aged or infirm parent or adoptive parent, who from lack of ability and means is
unable to provide adequately for the parent's own support.
***
(D) It is an affirmative defense to a charge of failure to provide adequate support under division
(A) of this section or a charge of failure to provide support established by a court order under
division (B) of this section that the accused was unable to provide adequate support or the
established support but did provide the support that was within the accused's ability and means.

(E) It is an affirmative defense to a charge under division (A)(3) of this section that the parent
abandoned the accused or failed to support the accused as required by law, while the accused
was under age eighteen, or was mentally or physically handicapped and under age twenty-one.
(F) It is not a defense to a charge under division (B) of this section that the person whom a court
has ordered the accused to support is being adequately supported by someone other than the
accused.
(G)(1) Except as otherwise provided in this division, whoever violates division (A) or (B) of this
section is guilty of nonsupport of dependents, a misdemeanor of the first degree. If the offender
previously has been convicted of or pleaded guilty to a violation of division (A)(2) or (B) of this
section or if the offender has failed to provide support under division (A)(2) or (B) of this section
for a total accumulated period of twenty-six weeks out of one hundred four consecutive weeks,
whether or not the twenty-six weeks were consecutive, then a violation of division (A)(2) or (B)
of this section is a felony of the fifth degree. If the offender previously has been convicted of or
pleaded guilty to a felony violation of this section, a violation of division (A)(2) or (B) of this
section is a felony of the fourth degree.
Oregon Rev. Stat. 109.010 Duty of support.
Parents are bound to maintain their children who are poor and unable to work to maintain
themselves; and children are bound to maintain their parents in like circumstances.
62 Pennsylvania Cons. Stat. 1973 (1996)
Repealed in 2005
Rhode Island Gen. Laws 15-10-1
(a) Any person, above the age of eighteen (18) years, who unreasonably neglects or refuses to
provide for the support and maintenance of his or her parent, whether father or mother, residing
in this state, when his or her parent through misfortune, and without fault of his or her own, is
destitute of means of sustenance and unable by reason of old age, infirmity, or illness to support
and maintain himself or herself, shall be punished by a fine not exceeding two hundred dollars
($200), or by imprisonment for not more than one year, or by both a fine and imprisonment.
(b) No neglect or refusal shall be deemed unreasonable as to a child who, during his or her
minority, was not reasonably supported by the parent, if the parent was charged with the duty to
do so, nor as to any child who, being one of two (2) or more children, has made proper and
reasonable contribution toward the support of his or her destitute parent.
R.I. Gen. Laws 40-5-13
(a) The kindred of any poor person, if any he or she shall have in the line or degree of father or
grandfather, mother or grandmother, children or grandchildren, by consanguinity, or children by
adoption, living within this state and of sufficient ability, shall be holden to support the pauper in
proportion to their ability.
(b) The uncompensated costs of care provided by a licensed nursing facility to any person may
be recovered by the nursing facility from any person who is obligated to provide support to that
patient under subsection (a) hereof, to the extent that the individual so obligated received a
transfer of any interests or assets from the patient receiving such care, which transfer resulted in
a period of Medicaid ineligibility imposed pursuant to 42 USC 1396p(c), as amended from time
to time, on a person whose assets have been transferred for less than fair market value.

Recourse hereunder shall be limited to the fair market value of the interests or assets
transferred at the time of transfer. For the purposes of this section “the costs of care” shall mean
the costs of providing care, including nursing care, personal care, meals, transportation and any
other costs, charges, and expenses incurred by the facility. Costs of care shall not exceed the
customary rate the nursing facility charges to a patient who pays for his or her care directly
rather than through a governmental or other third party payor. Nothing contained in this section
shall prohibit or otherwise diminish any other causes of action possessed by any such nursing
facility. The death of the person receiving nursing facility care shall not nullify or otherwise
affect the liability of the person or persons charged with the costs of care hereunder.
South Dakota Codified Laws 25-7-28
In the event necessary food, clothing, shelter, or medical attendance is provided for a parent by a
child, he shall have the right of contribution from his adult brothers and sisters, who refuse or do
not assist in such maintenance, on a pro rata share to the extent of their ability to so contribute to
such support; provided that no right of contribution for support shall accrue except from and
after notice in writing is given by the child so providing for his parent.
Utah Code Ann. 17-14-2
Children shall first be called upon to support their parents, if they are of sufficient ability; if there
are none of sufficient ability, the parents of such poor person shall be next called upon; if there
are neither parents nor children, the brothers and sisters shall next be called upon; and if there are
neither brothers nor sisters, the grandchildren of such poor person shall next be called upon, and
then the grandparents.
Vermont Stat. Ann. tit. 15, 202
A married person who, without just cause, shall desert or wilfully neglect or refuse to provide for
the support and maintenance of his or her spouse and children, leaving them in destitute or
necessitous circumstances or a parent who, without lawful excuse, shall desert or wilfully neglect
or refuse to provide for the support and maintenance of his or her child or an adult child
possessed of sufficient pecuniary or physical ability to support his or her parents, who
unreasonably neglects or refuses to provide such support when the parent is destitute, unable to
support himself or herself and resident in this state, shall be imprisoned not more than two years
or fined not more than $300.00, or both. Should a fine be imposed, the court may order the same
to be paid in whole or in part to the needy spouse, parent or to the guardian, custodian, or trustee
of the child. The office of child support attorneys, in addition to any other duly authorized
person, may prosecute cases under this section in Vermont district court.
Virginia Code Ann. 20-88
It shall be the joint and several duty of all persons eighteen years of age or over, of sufficient
earning capacity or income, after reasonably providing for his or her own immediate family, to
assist in providing for the support and maintenance of his or her mother or father, he or she being
then and there in necessitous circumstances.
If there be more than one person bound to support the same parent or parents, the persons so
bound to support shall jointly and severally share equitably in the discharge of such duty. Taking
into consideration the needs of the parent or parents and the circumstances affecting the ability of

each person to discharge the duty of support, the court having jurisdiction shall have the power
to determine and order the payment, by such person or persons so bound to support, of that
amount for support and maintenance which to the court may seem just. Where the court
ascertains that any person has failed to render his or her proper share in such support and
maintenance it may, upon the complaint of any party or on its own motion, compel contribution
by that person to any person or authority which has theretofore contributed to the support or
maintenance of the parent or parents. The court may from time to time revise the orders entered
by it or by any other court having jurisdiction under the provisions of this section, in such
manner as to it may seem just.
The juvenile and domestic relations district court shall have exclusive original jurisdiction in all
cases arising under this section. Any person aggrieved shall have the same right of appeal as is
provided by law in other cases.
All proceedings under this section shall conform as nearly as possible to the proceedings under
the other provisions of this chapter, and the other provisions of this chapter shall apply to cases
arising under this section in like manner as though they were incorporated in this section.
Prosecutions under this section shall be in the jurisdiction where the parent or parents reside.
This section shall not apply if there is substantial evidence of desertion, neglect, abuse or willful
failure to support any such child by the father or mother, as the case may be, prior to the child's
emancipation or, except as provided hereafter in this section, if a parent is otherwise eligible for
and is receiving public assistance or services under a federal or state program.
To the extent that the financial responsibility of children for any part of the costs incurred in
providing medical assistance to their parents pursuant to the plan provided for in 32.1-325 is not
restricted by that plan and to the extent that the financial responsibility of children for any part of
the costs incurred in providing to their parents services rendered, administered or funded by the
Department of Behavioral Health and Developmental Services is not restricted by federal law,
the provisions of this section shall apply. A proceeding may be instituted in accordance with this
section in the name of the Commonwealth by the state agency administering the program of
assistance or services in order to compel any child of a parent receiving such assistance or
services to reimburse the Commonwealth for such portion of the costs incurred in providing the
assistance or services as the court may determine to be reasonable. If costs are incurred for the
institutionalization of a parent, the children shall in no case be responsible for such costs for
more than sixty months of institutionalization.
Any person violating the provisions of an order entered pursuant to this section shall be guilty of
a misdemeanor, and on conviction thereof shall be punished by a fine not exceeding $500 or
imprisonment in jail for a period not exceeding twelve months or both.

West Virginia Code 9-5-9
The relatives of an indigent person, who are of sufficient ability, shall be liable to support such
person in the manner required by the department of welfare and to pay the expenses of burial
when he dies, in the following order:
(1) The children.
(2) The father.
(3) The brothers and sisters.
(4) The mother.
The commissioner may proceed by motion in the circuit court of the county in which the indigent
person may be, against one or more of the relatives liable.
If a relative so liable does not reside in this state and has no estate or debts due him within the
state by means of which the liability can be enforced against him, the other relatives shall be
liable as provided by this section, but a relative shall not be compelled to receive the indigent
person in his own home.
If it appears that a relative liable for the support of an indigent person is unable wholly to support
him, but is able to contribute toward his support, the court may assess upon the relative the
proportion which he shall be required to contribute either to the past expense incurred by the
department of welfare or to the future support. The court may assess the residue upon the
relatives in the order of their liability.
Payment with interest and costs may be enforced by execution.

